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Twenty years ago, the world saw the largest NATO enlargement ever when seven nations –
Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia – joined the defense alliance.
This “Big Bang” enlargement was intended to help heal painful Cold War divisions and increase
the hopes for a lasting security built on shared aspirations for peace and freedom. Today at 75,
NATO is bigger, more powerful and more diverse, yet facing an aggressive war on its eastern
doorstep. The participants in this panel, experts in international security policy and military
strategy, will assess the geopolitics of enlargement, the current challenge of Russia’s return as
NATO’s main adversary and the future of the Trans-Atlantic security cooperation.

PANELISTS
Admiral Andrew L. Lewis, Retired Vice Admiral of United States Navy, Retired NATO Officer,
Distinguished Fellow, Transatlantic Defense and Security Program, Center for European Policy
Analysis
Zachary Selden, PhD, Associate Professor, University of Florida, Former Director, Defense and
Security Committee, NATO Parliamentary Assembly, Brussels, Belgium
Michael Williams, PhD, Associate Professor, Public Administration and International Affairs
Department, Syracuse University

MODERATOR
Tatiana Kostadinova, PhD, Professor, Department of Politics & International Relations; Director,
European & Eurasian Studies Program, Florida International University

Co-sponsors: Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence • Department of Politics &
International Relations • Ruth K. & Shepard Broad Distinguished Lecture Series • Dorothea
Green Lecture Series • Václav Havel Program for Human Rights & Democracy
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NOVEMBER 19, 2024 
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Green School International Pavilion 
(SIPA II, Room 102)
FIU Modesto A. Maidique Campus

11200 SW 8th St, Miami 33199

TWENTY YEARS AFTER NATO’S BIG BANG ENLARGEMENT
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