
In the EU, especially so in Central and Eastern Europe, populist parties of various stripes succeeded in riding a 

wave of anger over corruption, resentment at the outcome of the democratic transition, and anxiety about 

migration and the EU's principle of shared governance. Their leaders all have charismatic personalities who 

master the anti-establishment  rhetoric to perfection and  are often supported by Russia.  This panel, with  

experts on the topic, offers a discussion of the seductive power of populism in the Eastern new EU-member 

states and its impact on democracy in the region. 
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