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“Europe’s migration crisis has exposed shortcomings in 

the EU’s asylum system” 

Definitions:
• Asylum seekers are people who make a formal request for asylum 

in another country because they fear their life is at risk in their 
home country.

• Refugees are people with a well-founded fear of persecution for 
reasons of race, religion, nationality, politics or membership of a 
particular social group who have been accepted and recognized as 
such in their host country. 

• Irregular Migrant: person without the necessary authorization or 
documents required under immigration regulations

(EP Research Service)





Refugees in EU-facts

Asylum decisions in the EU

In 2015 and 2016 alone, more than 2.5 million people
applied for asylum in the EU. Authorities in states issued 
over half of them positive.

Migrants illegally present in the EU

In 20152.2 million people were found to be illegally present in the EU. In 2016, the number had 
dropped to 984,000. A number of people are, however, expelled, from the EU (e.g. asylum 
claims were refused). In 2016, half of the 494,000 ordered to do so, returned home.

What Europeans are thinking

According to the 2017 Eurobarometer poll, 73% of Europeans still want the EU to do more to 
manage the situation. 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/7203832/3-04032016-AP-EN.pdf/790eba01-381c-4163-bcd2-a54959b99ed6
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/external/html/welcomingeurope/default_en.htm
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_eipre&lang=en
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=MIGR_EIRTN&lang=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/20150831TST91035/20170505STO73515/migration-crisis-73-of-europeans-wants-eu-to-do-more




EU Approaches & Issues to refugee management 

• Reinforcing the asylum system 
– Revision of Dublin system (where 1st country processes asylum); 

EuroDac database; Common Eur Asylum System

• Sharing responsibility between EU countries 
– Financially & logistically: distribution weak (30k so far; $10k 

incentive); Disunity among EU MS how to handle crisis (West versus 
East, entry vs transit vs arrival MS)

• Securing EU external borders
– EU’s Frontex Agency, Border Guard & EU-Turkey deal; External 

‘hotspots’ for processing of asylum?; readmission agreements

• Fostering refugees’ integration in Europe
– Financially (Eur Social Fund) & early work permits, though MS in 

charge

• Preventing the need to seek refugee/migrate
– $2 billion for 116 projects to counter “root causes” of migration in 

26 states; + Development Aid; pol. stability vs rights-based 
democracy promotion








