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Tuesday, June 7, 2022 

Virtual Roundtable Participants: Biographical Notes  

 

 

Nataliia Kasianenko, Ph.D.  

Assistant Professor 

Department of Political Science  

California State University, Fresno 

 

Areas of expertise: Comparative politics; international relations; Russian and East European politics; 

nationalism and identity.  

Dr. Kasianenko is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at California State 

University, Fresno. She received her Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Nevada, 

Reno. Her research focuses on Comparative Politics and International Relations, with an emphasis on 

nationalism, identity politics, and human rights in the countries of Eastern Europe and the former 

Soviet Union.   

Her research primarily revolves around top-down and bottom-up elements of nationalism. She 

explores how political elites may intentionally intensify nationalism to gain legitimacy or advance to 

power, while also focusing on how and why the notions of national identity change on the individual 

level. Dr. Kasianenko relies on mixed methodology, including process tracing, multiple case studies, 

historical analysis, content analysis, regression analysis, non-linear models, and panel data.   

As a native of Ukraine, she graduated from Karazin Kharkiv National University (2009) with a degree 

in Economics. She received her master's in International Relations from California State University, 

Fresno.  

 

 

 

Roman Kalytchak, Ph.D.  

Associate Professor 

Department of International Relations and Diplomacy 

Ivan Franko National University of Lviv  

Fulbright Scholar at George Washington University  

Roman Kalytchak is an Associate Professor of the Department of International Relations and 

Diplomacy and a Senior Research Fellow of the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence “Western 

Ukrainian Research Center of European Studies” at Ivan Franko National University of Lviv. He is a 

board member of the Ukrainian Association of Professors and Researchers on European Integration 

and a member of the Scientific and Curriculum Council of the Ministry of Education and Science of 

Ukraine.  

His research interests mainly include European Union Studies, EU-Ukraine Relations, International 

dimension of Regions and Cities, Higher Education in Ukraine and he has widely published on these 

topics.  
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Markus Thiel, Ph.D. 

Director, Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of Excellence 

Associate Professor, Politics & International Relations 

Steven J. Green School of International and Public Affairs  

Florida International University 
 

 

 

 

 

Markus Thiel is associate professor in the Department of Politics and International Relations at 

Florida International University, Miami and director of FIU’s Jean Monnet Center of Excellence. 

Dr. Thiel’s research interests are the political sociology of the EU and European (Union) Politics 

more generally, as well as Nationalism & Identity Politics. He graduated with a Ph.D. from the 

University of Miami in 2005 and has published several EU-related articles and book chapters in 

peer-reviewed journals. In addition, his research on the political sociology of the EU produced the 

monograph, ‘The Limits of Transnationalism’ (Palgrave, 2011), and 5 co-edited volumes on: 

‘Diversity and the European Union’ (with Lisa Pruegl, Palgrave, 2009), ‘Identity Politics in the 

Age of Globalization’ (with Roger Coate, Lynne Rienner/First Forum Press, 2010), ‘European 

Identity & Culture: Narratives of Transnational Belonging’ (with Rebecca Friedman, Ashgate, 

2012), ‘Sexualities in World Politics: How LGBTQ Claims Shape International Relations’ (with 

Manuela Picq, Routledge, 2015) and ‘EU Development Policies between Norms and Geopolitics’ 

(with Sarah Beringer & Sylvia Maier, Palgrave, 2019). Most recently, he published a book on the 

linkage of European transnational civil society groups with the EU Fundamental Rights Agency: 

‘EU Civil Society and Human Rights Advocacy’ (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2017). 

He supervises doctoral students in the areas of EU Politics and International Organizations. 
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Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the Miami-Florida Jean Monnet Center of 

Excellence only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union.  

Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.”  
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