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Edmund Herzig is Masoumeh and Fereydoon Soudavar Professor of Persian Studies, Oxford 
University. He has worked on the political and economic history of Iran in the Safavid age and 
especially on the Armenian merchant community of New Julfa, the Armenian suburb of the capital 
city, Isfahan. His research interests extend also to the contemporary period, and he has published a 
number of articles on the foreign and regional relations of the Islamic Republic of Iran. His recent 
publications include Iran and the World in the Safavid Age (2012, co-edited with Willem Floor), and 
The Transformation of Tajikistan: The Sources of Statehood (2012, co-edited with John 
Heathershaw). Before going to Oxford, DHeathershaw). Before going to Oxford, Dr. Herzig was Senior Lecturer in Persian Studies at the 
University of Manchester and Senior Research Fellow at the Russia and Eurasia Programme at 
Chatham House. He completed his DPhil degree in the Faculty of Oriental Studies in Oxford in 1991 
and his BA degree in Russian and Persian in Cambridge in 1981.

Co-sponsored by the Miami-Florida European Union Center of Excellence and European 
Studies Program.
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